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Biographical Note 

Glayde D. Whitney was born in Montana and grew up in Minnesota. He earned his 
bachelor's degree from the University of Minnesota, as well as his doctorate in 1966. He 
then enlisted in the United States Air Force and served until 1969. Whitney worked as a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Institute for Behavioral Genetics with the University of 
Colorado, under Gerry McClearn and John DeFries. In 1970, Whitney was hired by the 
Florida State University to teach behavioral genetics in the psychobiology program, 
where he would stay until his death. 

Whitney was a behavioral geneticist and psychology professor at Florida State 
University. Beyond his work with genetics of sensory system function in mice, his later 
years supported race and intelligence research and eugenics; for these views Whitney 
remained a controversial figure throughout his career. 

Whitney was the author of over 60 papers on the genetics of taste sensitivity in inbred 
mice. Support for some of this work came from a prestigious Claude Pepper Award for 
Research Excellence from the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders,  and in 1994 Glayde received the Manheimer Lectureship Award from the 
Monell Chemical Senses Center, which recognizes career achievements of individuals in 
the chemosensory sciences. At the height of his genetics career he was the president of 
the Behavior Genetics Association. 

Scope and Content 

The Glayde D. Whitney papers are arranged in the following series: 

1. Biographical Materials 
2. Correspondence 
3. Research 
4. Professional Affiliations 
5. Educational Materials 
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The papers of Glayde D. Whitney document his academic career as a teacher and 
researcher.  Materials within the collection include professional correspondence, 
manuscripts, documents from different professional organizations, and lecture notes from 
the various courses Whitney taught.  Of special interest is some of the correspondence 
discussing racial issues and literature he collected on these topics (see research series, 
literature).            

Series Description 
 

Series 1:  Biographical Materials 
 

This series contains information related to Whitney’s professional career, including 
his curriculum vitae and educational experiences as a professor of psychology.  This 
series is arranged chronologically. 

 
Series 2: Correspondence 
  

This series contains correspondence related to a variety of professional and personal  
communications from 1966 to 1999.   

 
Series 3: Research 
 

Included in this series are several of Whitney’s published manuscripts, articles, and 
monographs.  The manuscripts are arranged in chronological order by year.  

 
Series 4: Professional Affiliations 
 

This series contains information related to Whitney’s participation in several different 
professional organizations.  Materials are arranged by professional organization and 
contain such items as correspondence and notes from various committee meetings, or 
conferences. 

 
Series 5:  Educational Materials 
 

This series contains lecture notes from various courses that Whitney taught.  
 
 

Inventory 

Series 1: Biographical Materials 
 
Box 1: [M3806] 
 

Vita & Educational Achievements  
 
 

 



  

Series 2: Correspondence 
 
Box 1: [M3806] 

 
1995-1999 

 
Box 2: [M3807] 
 
 1980-1994 
 
Box 3: [M3808] 
 
 1975-1979 
 
Box 4: [M3809] 
 
 1966-1974 
 
Series 3: Research 
 
Box 5: [M3810] 
 

Grants, 1976-1995 
 
Box 6: [M3811] 
 
 Grants, 1966-1977 
 
Box 7: [M3812] 
 
 Laboratory Materials  

Literature 
 
Box 8: [M3813] 
 

Manuscripts, 1992-2000  
 

Box 9: [M3814] 
 

Manuscripts, 1978-1989 
 

Box 10: [M3815] 
 

Manuscripts, 1976-1979 
 

 



  

Box 11: [M3816] 
 

Manuscripts, 1970-1976 
 
Box 12: [M3817] 
 

Manuscripts, 1964-1969 
Undated Thesis Draft 
Unkown Drafts 

 
Box 13: [M3818] 
 

Presentations, 1968-1997 
 
Series 4: Professional Affiliations 
 
Box 14: [M3819] 
 

Animal Behavior Society - [1968 to 1984] 
American Institute of Biological Sciences - [1966 to 1968] 
Association for Chemoreception Sciences - [1981 to 1985] 
Behavior Genetics Association - [1993 to 1996] – 1 
Behavior Genetics Association - [1973 to 1987] - 2 
Behavior Genetics Association – [1972-1987] – 3 

 
Box 15: [M3820] 
 

International Society for Developmental Psychobiology - [1968-1972] 
Miscellaneous - [1960-1979] 
University of Iowa - [1979] 
US Military - [1967-1969] – 1 
US Military - [1966-1968] – 2 
US Military - [1966-1969] – 3 

 
Series 5: Educational Materials 
 
Box 16: [M3821] 
 

Teaching Materials 
  Behavioral Genetics – 1 
  Behavioral Genetics – 2 
  Behavioral Genetics – 3 

Behavioral Genetics – 4 
  Conditioning and Learning – 1 
  Conditioning and Learning – 2 

Conditioning and Learning – 3 



  

 
Box 17: [M3822] 

Teaching 
Conditioning and Learning – 4 

  Evolutionary Psychology 
  History and Systems of Psychology – 1 
  History and Systems of Psychology – 2 
  Plant Genetics 
 
 
Box 18: [M3823] 

Teaching 
Quantitative Genetics - 1 

  Quantitative Genetics - 2 
Sabbatical  

 


