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Dr. Ricciuti has recently served on the Advisory Board of
the NICHD Study of Early Child Care and Youth
Development. He also served as Chair of the Steering
Committee which planned this ongoing longitudinal study,
beginning in the early ‘90’s. He has recently served as consultant/participant in the
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Dr. Ricciuti's research activities have focused on two broad areas: a) the
assessment of developmental competencies in infancy, and b) maternal and
environmental predictors of development in early childhood (including
malnutrition, parent-child relationships, child care). Particular interest is centered
on the roles of risk and counter-risk or "protective" factors, as well as research-
policy linkages. His most recent research has shown that a single "risk™ factor such
as growing up in a single-parent family need not have inevitable negative
schooling consequences for children growing up in single-parent families from age
6 to 12 years. Results suggested that the potential negative consequences of
single-parenthood for children may be significantly offset by the presence of
positive maternal attitudes or family resources that support and enhance positive
parenting and child care. Another recently published study suggested that
spontaneous object labeling or “naming” by 16-23 month old toddlers during free-
sorting tasks may represent an important facilitator of object categorization in
young children.




