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Student Work:
An important part of a student's education in archaeology at The University of Akron involves getting dirty. 

Students are taught the essential elements of how to dig scientifically in our Archaeological Field School 

(3240:450/550), which usually involves intensive survey or excavation at a local prehistoric or historic 

archaeological site. Past projects have included excavation at a Whittlesey Native American encampment (c. AD 

1000) in Hampton Hills Metro Park, excavation at the Hale Farm and Village Historic farmstead in the 

Cuyahoga Valley, subsurface geophysical survey at a possible Hopewell Native American site (c. AD 300) near the 

Cuyahoga River and extensive field survey looking for unknown sites near Twinsburg, Ohio. This is your chance 

to make an exciting discovery - who knows what lies hidden just below the surface.

In addition to course-based fieldwork, the Department of Classical Studies, Anthropology and Archaeology also 

provides internship and faculty-student research projects for advanced students to pursue their own independent 

research projects or to work on faculty-run research. In recent years the Department has sent undergraduates to 

Turkey and Azerbaijan to take part in excavations and geophysical survey directed by Dr. Matney, and to Greece 

and Belgium to participate in field school excavations sponsored by other universities. Future work is planned in 

Egypt and India, as well as across the US. Work-study positions involving fieldwork, artifact processing and 

archaeological interpretation are also available.

Personnel:
Timothy Matney

Dr. Matney has conducted archaeological fieldwork in 

Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Israel, Azerbaijan, England and the US. 

His interests include early cities in southwest Asia and in 

archaeological geophysics.

Linda Whitman
Linda Whitman, MS, has conducted prehistoric and historic 

archaeological fieldwork across the US and in India. Her 

interests include Midwest archaeology especially in the 

Cuyahoga Valley, public archaeology, and material culture.

Elizabeth Mancz
Dr. Mancz has worked on bone samples from Ohio, Greece, 

and Iraq and has done contract archaeology work in Ohio 

and Wyoming. Her interests include the prehistory of the 

Eastern Mediterranean with emphasis in the economy and 

its affects on social and political structure. 

Megan Shaeffer
Megan Shaeffer, MS, specializes in the archaeology of the 

early medieval period. Her interests focus on the Vikings, the 

Anglo-Saxons, and the economy of the medieval world.  She 

has done fieldwork and research in Ohio and England.

Janai Tegland
Janai B. Tegland, MA, has done fieldwork in northeast and 

central Ohio, on historic and prehistoric sites. Her interests 

include early textiles and museum science.

Clayton Fant
Dr. Fant is a Roman historian and archaeologist who has 

worked in Turkey, Egypt and Italy. His current projects are at 

Pompeii (near Naples, Italy). His interests include the Roman 

marble trade and domestic architecture.

Archaeology at Akron:
Archaeology is the study of the human past through 

material remains. These remains include famous 

monuments like Stonehenge, the Egyptian Pyramids 

and the ruined city of Teotihuacan in central Mexico 

and spectacular treasures such as the Sutton Hoo 

shipwreck and the marble statues of ancient Greece. Far 

more common, though, are the humble remains of 

everyday people—their houses, kitchen utensils, trash, 

even their very bones! From the scraps of evidence left 

over from long-past (and some not so-long-ago) times, 

archaeologists piece together the story of these people. At 

The University of Akron, students are taught how to collect 

data, often using space-age technology such as magnetic field 

gradiometers (Archaeological Geophysics 3240:410/510), or 

using the simplest technology known - a shovel. They learn how to process data - a task ranging from cleaning, 

sorting and classifying artifacts to searching through complex number sets to find meaningful patterns. Finally, 

student training bridges the gap between dataset and interpretation by exploring a wide variety of ways in which 

archaeologists have understood and recreated the past (Archaeological Theory 3240:400/500).
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