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II
Course Description


Foreign language teachers and graduate students have to opportunity to combine study abroad to Costa Rica and develop effective materials of instruction that promote competence-based learning in the Spanish classroom. Foreign language teachers and graduate students will benefit from opportunities to visit communities and schools in the quest to better understand the culture and to improve their linguistic skills. Participants will also gain linguistic and cultural insight from informal contact by living with Costa Rican families. 


 Materials developed will consider the role of language and culture acquisition, learning strategies, and National Foreign Language Standards.  The criteria for these materials are based on recent research in second language acquisition and instruction in the foreign language classroom.  Workshop participants will reflect on their observations in the culture and develop instructional materials based on goals of communication (interpersonal, interpretative and presentational), culture learning (perspectives, products, and practices), connection, comparison and community.  They will establish performance objectives to assess learner success in terms of authentic processes and products.   In addition, they may choose develop a leadership role in the foreign language teaching profession and international studies.  

 III.
Rationale


This course is designed to help current and future teachers of foreign languages in Ohio's schools meet the demands of teaching more effectively in the 21st century.  Practitioners need the opportunity to examine Spanish cultures first hand, develop ways to be effective teachers of culture and language, and to reflect upon their own practices. Focus will be on the teaching of Spanish with Costa Rican culture as a focus through the development of instructional units that address national standards as in  National Foreign Language Standards and Ohio's Model Competency-Based Program.  This will allow foreign language educators to consider their own classroom behavior and make decisions concerning the needs of students in light of new cultural knowledge and perspectives. 

IV.  Course Objectives focus on teacher competencies of reflecting on Costa Rican culture, planning and instruction, decision making, structuring subject matter on Costa Rica, teaching and learning strategies for language and culture acquisition, professional development and leadership.

 The students will:

1 describe and interpret Costa Rican linguistic differences through journal keeping (in Spanish) 

2 describe and interpret current everyday living experiences that set off Costa Rica from other Spanish speaking countries

3 In crease linguistic practice with native speakers and develop and awareness of problems non-native speakers have in communication 

4 reflect on process of gaining fluency in Spanish in an environment of total immersion 

5
reflect upon their own practices for teaching culture in the classroom make decisions concerning the needs of students in light of new cultural information  

5 develop instructional and performance objectives for competency-based curricula, create performance assessment 

6 develop a proposal for presenting project at local or state level

V  
Course  Outline

I.  
Introduction to adjusting to a new culture


II.
Theories on second language and culture acquisition, communication, National Standards

III
Culture acquisition through family homestays and visits to educational institutions

IV.     Developing cultural units on Costa Rica for the Spanish secondary classroom

V. Developing professional leadership  

VI.   Texts



Required: 

Colville-Hall, S.( 2002).  Costa Rica for Educators: Lessons from  an  Intercultural Exchange.  Sustaining Changes: New Dimensions as Standard Practice.  Valdosta, GA: Lee Bradley Publisher.

Kushner, Stephen. (1989).  Understanding misunderstanding.  Social Education, 53, 5 , 318-321.

Schmidt-Rinehart, B. (1997).  Authentic Materials and Mexican Immersion:  A Professional Development Program Combining Pedagogy, Language and Culture.  Foreign Language Annals, 30, 2, 201-207.  

Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st Century  (1996).   Lawrence, KS: Allen Press.  (In handout form.)

Recommended texts 

Bush, M.,  ed.  (1997).  Technology-Enhanced Language Learning.  Lincolnwood, IL:  National Textbook Company.

Hall, I. Campbell, and Miech, I. (1997).  Class Acts: Teachers Reflect on Their Own Classroom Practice.   Reprint Series No. 29.   Cambridge, MA: Harvard Educational Review. 

Harper, J., Lively, M. and Williams, M. (1998).  The Coming of Age of the Profession.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle.

Lee, J. and VanPatten, B. (1995)  Making Communicative Language Teaching Happen.  New York: McGraw Hill.  

Lightown, P. and Spada, N.(1998).   How Languages are Learned.  Oxford, England: Oxford University Press.

Ohio Department of Education (1996).   Foreign Languages: Ohio's Competency-Based Model.  Columbus, Ohio: State Board of Education.

Omaggio-Hadley, A. (2000).  Teaching Language in Context.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle Publishers.

Phillips, J. (1997).   Collaborations: Meeting New Goals, New Realities. Northeast Conference Reports.  Lincolnwood, IL: National Textbook Company.

Shrum, J. and Glisan, E.  (2000).  Teacher's Handbook: Contextualized Language Instruction.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle Publishers.

VII.  Student Activities /Instructional Strategies


Instructional strategies in this course will consist of cultural investigation, discussion, lecture, journaling, and multimedia.  Several of the following activities will be assessed for student progress and concept comprehension and mastery.

1.   
Class preparation, participation and group cooperation/ collaboration.

Teachers and graduate students are expected participate in visits and excursions.

Attendance is required.

2.  
Journal reflections.  Reflections on visits, family stays, discussions, and other sources of information are required. 

Journal documentation should reflect on specific linguistic and cultural information and activities for the Spanish class, effectiveness of instruction based on topics examined, learning challenges, investigations and projected learning / teaching strategies.

3.  
Professional readings.   Discussion of field visits, class readings while in Costa Rica. and selected of readings for final project

4. Instructional Unit PROJECT or Lessons  (Materials development) 

5. Addresses criteria of National Standards and multimedia 
A.  
A presentation of draft of project within first 14 days

B. A final written version of unit to be given when ready. 

C. Proposal to present at  a local or  state professional organization (OFLA) in March 2004.

VIII.  
Evaluation

Final student evaluation will be based on the following components according to the percentage assigned:


Class preparation & journaling


 40%


Project






 50%


Group  dynamics & proposal



10%



Grading scale:


93-100 = A



82-92
= B



72-81
= C



62-71
= D



Below
= F
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