Anita wants to take a class at a local community college but it’s scheduled at night in a neighborhood with which she is unfamiliar and which would require a long bus ride. She calls her friends to see if she can recruit someone to take the class with her, but no one is both available and interested. She decides to take something different (based on Riger & Gordon, 1981).

Barbara was on the subway the other day and a man kept making insulting remarks to her, calling her a snobbish Black slut. He didn’t touch her, but Barbara left the train feeling sick, fearful, and disgusted (adapted from Kelly & Radford, 1996, p. 24).

Mary was a first year science major at a large university. She took a student assistant position in a science department to support herself financially. One of her professors began stopping by her desk, leaning over and touching her breasts “accidentally” while talking about her course work. Fearing for her grade and her job, she remained silent. At the end of the semester she filed a letter of complaint and quietly left school (Quina & Carlson, 1989, p. 8).

Irene recalled, “While I was a little girl of nine, my mom went into the hospital, and it became up to me to run the household. My father drank for the two weeks Mom was away. During this time, my father first began to sexually abuse me. He told me that if I did Mom’s work, I had to sleep in her place. This continued until I finally left the house at age eighteen. I tried several times to tell my mom but she never believed me” (Quina & Carlson, 1989, p. 6).

Carol was seventeen and a virgin. She had dated Andrew for two years when he was drafted into military service. The night before he left, she visited his home. Although she didn’t normally drink, he persuaded her to share a “toast.” Soon she felt dizzy and had to lie down. With his sister and mother in another part of the house, Andrew raped her (Quina & Carlson, 1989, p. 4).

Elaine married a man she had dated for seven months. He had been rough physically on occasion before they were married, but now he seemed more aggressive. One night, he hid in the house when she came home from work and viciously attacked her. He held a gun while he raped her, saying he “performed better.” The next day he was gentle and sweet. This assault was to be repeated every few months until Elaine left him (Quina & Carlson, 1989, p. 4).

A man fired eight bullets at two women backpacking on the Appalachian Trail in south central Pennsylvania in 1988. The lone survivor describes the murderer: “He shot from where he was hidden in the woods 85 feet away, after he stalked us, hunted us, spied on us. . . He shot us because he identified us as lesbians. He was a stranger with whom we had no connection. He shot us and left us for dead” (Brenner, 1992, p. 12).

On December 6, 1989, a 25-year-old man carrying a hunting rifle burst into an engineering school at the University of Montreal. In some classes, he forced women to line up against one wall; men against another. He clearly expressed his intent to kill feminists. He left a three-page statement blaming feminists for his problems and targeting 15 women, none of whom he found at the school. In the end, he left 14 women dead before he killed himself (Stato, 1993).
The man would probably pick out a female who is either drunk or drinking. Their victim is probably someone they think is vulnerable. … The man would end up coaxing the girl away from the crowd. During the rape, the rapist is feeling control and sexual pleasure as he rapes his victim. Eventually, she will give up hope and just let it happen without fighting back. She is probably tied up or held by her attacker with ripped or torn clothing.   

A person who is going to seduce someone also knows that the other person is vulnerable and lonely …You try to say “no” but the person persists and keeps giving you a disappointed look and keeps saying how beautiful you are … You finally give in even though you feel really uncomfortable … The more you try to say no to his requests, you can’t seem to say no to him, ending up doing things you don’t want to do.  

Box 13. 1. Heather Littleton and Danny Axsom (2003) asked 42 women and 8 men college students to “write a description of what happens before, during, and after a typical rape (or seduction).”  Above are examples of the separate rape scripts (left) and seduction scripts (right) they described. Systematically content analyzing and comparing these scripts, they differed in that in rape scripts the man more often felt powerful and in control as well as used violent tactics, and the woman felt negative emotions and resisted. However, they also shared some chilling commonalties: in both, men used manipulative and coercive tactics (e.g., complimenting, stalking, and persuading) and women displayed behaviors suggesting sexual interest (e.g., going on a date, dressing provocatively, flirting, and consensual kissing/petting). The line between seduction and rape blurs. 

Adapted from Littleton, H.L., & Axsom, D. (2003). Rape and seduction scripts for university students: Implications for rape attributions and unacknowledged rape. Sex Roles, 49, 465-475.
