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Francis Ford Coppola

· Gifted director in complete command of his craft

· He usually enjoys total control over his films

· His films vary considerably in style, genre and content 

· Raised in suburban New York 

· Italian-American family 

· Studied theater at Hofstra University

· UCLA film school, Masters Degree

· To get his first job he told the studio that he had experience by the time they found out he didn’t he was doing excellent

Credits

· Producer
Albert S. Ruddy

· Director
Francis Ford Coppola

· Screenwriter
Mario Puzo Francis Ford Coppola

· based on the novel by Mario Puzo

· Cinematographer
Gordon Willis

· Editor
William H. Reynolds, Peter Zinner, Marc Laub, Murray Solomon

· Composer

Nino Rota

· Music director
Carlo Savina

Cast

· Marlon Brando
Don Vito Corleone

· Al Pacino

Michael Corleone

· James Caan

Sonny Corleone

· Robert Duvall

Tom Hagen

· Diane Keaton

Kay Adams

· Talia Shire

Connie Rizzi

· Sofia Coppola (daughter of director) appears as Michael Corleone's nephew in the christening scenes.

Stunningly Unique 

· Puzo novel incorporates many a gangster myth and reality. 

· Puzo, sold the film rights to his book for $35,000. 

· Paramount gave him the added incentive of $100,000 and a reported small percentage of the profits to write the screenplay

· The studio allowed for only $2 million in the film's original budget

· Later increased the budget to $6 million budget 

· Earned more than $150 million

Technically Brilliant

· Most of the film on location in Hollywood

· Using exteriors in the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Manhattan

· Pacino and a second unit spent two weeks in a small village in Sicily

Unforgettable Performances 

· It is really Pacino's film

· Brando's won his second Oscar, took only $100,000 and a percentage of the film yielded $16 million

· Coppola had heard that Brando was difficult to deal with but was surprised with the ease of his performance and his cooperation during the thirty-five days the star allowed for the filming of his role

· Brando did not memorize most of his lines and read from cue cards during most of the film.

· The actor was 47 at the time, much too young for the aging Mafia don the problem was solved by makeup expert Dick Smith

· A special denture was inserted along his lower jaw line

· Stuffed the actor's cheeks with a gummy substance

The Film's Reception 

· Who is the real godfather?

· Carlo Gambino

· Willie Moretti

· Lucky Luciano

· It really doesn't matter

· The real Mafia leaders of the U.S. enjoyed the glamour

· No longer was the message from the screen that crime did not pay; it was now clear that it paid very well

Awards

· Academy

· Best Picture 

· Best Screenplay

· Brando Best Actor

· Nominated

· 
Best Supporting Actor

· Caan, Duvall and Pacino

· Best Film Editing

· Best Direction

· Best Sound

· Best Costume Design

What's with all the ORANGES? 

· The first time we see Sal, he tosses himself an orange at Connie's wedding. He later betrays Michael... Bye bye!

· There's a fruit basket with oranges in front of Sandra as she gestures to others the size of her husband Sonny's manhood

· There's a bowl of oranges in front of Woltz. We know what happens to his horse!

· There are oranges around when Sollozzo enters the Don's office for the meeting. Dead man!

· Right before he was shot, Don Corleone bought 2 oranges! Oh, man... an omen!

· And as he topples to the street, the Don upsets a basket of oranges into the street!

· When sitting with his father after he returns home from the hospital, Fredo sits next to a fruit basket of oranges. He later betrays the Family and his prayers cannot help him!

· At the commission meeting of the Five Families, bowls of oranges are placed in front of the Don, Philip Tattaglia and Barzini. Ciao!

· What does Don Vito have in his mouth moments before he dies? Yup!

· However, the filmmakers claim the color orange simply showed up nicely in dark scenes

Intercutting of Vendetta and Baptism

· According to the director's comments on the DVD, the intercutting of the baptism scene with the gang killings during the movie's climax was the idea of director Francis Ford Coppola, but he says it did not really work until editor Peter Zinner added the organ soundtrack

· Apocalypse Now 

· Loosely based on Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness 

· A total man of the movies while George Lucas is compared to Walt Disney

Films
· 1966
YOU'RE A BIG BOY NOW


· 1968
FINIAN'S RAINBOW


· 1969
THE RAIN PEOPLE


· 1972
THE GODFATHER


· 1974
THE CONVERSATION


· 1974
THE GODFATHER, PART II


· 1979
APOCALYPSE NOW


· 1983
THE OUTSIDERS


· 1983
RUMBLE FISH


· 1984
THE COTTON CLUB

· 1986
CAPTAIN EO


· 1986
PEGGY SUE GOT MARRIED


· 1988
TUCKER: THE MAN AND HIS DREAM


· 1990
THE GODFATHER, PART III


· 1992
BRAM STOKER'S DRACULA


