1. Most Important Films 

· The Sneeze 

· The Trip to the Moon

· The Great Train Robbery 

· Birth of a Nation

· Battleship Potemkin

· The Jazz Singer 

· Citizen Kane 

2. Sergei Eisenstein

3. Biography 

· Born:
January 23, 1898, Riga, Latvia

· Died:
February 10, 1948, Moscow, Russia

· Education:
Institute of Civil Engineering

· Studied the films of Griffith, Lev Kuleshov's montage 

· Eisenstein eagerly embraced the film medium 

4. Soviet Film

· Films were alternatively ban and lauded 

· By Soviet government 

· Could not make politically correct films for the Stalinist era

· Direction Department at the Moscow film school and became a devoted teacher and scholar 

5. Film Technique

· By V. I. Pudovkin

· Tells the story of Lev Kuleshov film workshop in Moscow 

· Shoot of the famous actor Mozhukhin

· followed by shoot of a plate of soup

· or a shoot of a child playing 

· or a shoot of dead woman in her coffin 

6. Film Experiment 

· Three films show to audiences

· The results were remarkable

· Eisenstein became convinced that in cinema one could manipulate time and space to create new meanings 

· Images were not to be merely linked, as Kuleshov suggested, but juxtaposed 

7. Eisenstein's "montage" 
theory of editing

· A Juxtaposition or collision of shots

· Nine types of montage

· Two basic montage types 

· Rhythmic montage 

· “formal tension by acceleration is obtained”

· Odessa steps sequence

· Tonal montage

· “based on the characteristic emotional sound of the piece”

· Fog sequence

8. Filmography 

· 1924
STRIKE

· 1925
POTEMKIN

· 1928
OCTOBER

· 1932
QUE VIVA MEXICO


· 1938
ALEXANDER NEVSKY

· 1943
IVAN THE TERRIBLE, PART ONE

· 1946
IVAN THE TERRIBLE, PART TWO

· 1947
IVAN THE TERRIBLE PART III


9. 
Броненосец Потёмкин 
 Bronenosets Potyomkin 
Battleship Potemkin

A Landmark of Film History

10. Credits

· Director

Sergei Eisenstein

· Screenwriter
Sergei Eisenstein

·   


Nina Agadzhanova-Shutko

· Editor

Sergei Eisenstein

11. Potemkin

· The result was one of the most important films ever made

12. structured

· Film is structured around five episodes: 

· (1) Men and Maggots; 

· (2) Drama on the Quarterdeck;

· (3) An Appeal from the Dead; 

· (4) The Odessa Steps; 

· (5) Meeting the Squadron 

13. Montage Editing

· The director constructed Potemkin almost along the lines of a musical work, cutting disparate images together with a rhythmic logic and intensity that created a new kind of visual—and psychological—truth

· film has its greatest impact not by the smooth unrolling of images, but by their juxtaposition 

14. The Odessa Steps

· The single most famous sequence in film history

· Affectionately parodied in both Woody Allen's BANANAS (1971) and Terry Gilliam's BRAZIL (1985).

15. Eisenstein Directing 

· Eisenstein felt that montage should proceed from rhythm, not story 

· The close-ups of suffering human faces and the soldiers' boots in the now legendary 

· Odessa Steps

· Casting non-professionals in leading roles 

· Use of symbols 

· Cross a weapon used by the priest 

16. Reaction 

· Banned in US and England 

· Soviet Union. Governments actually believed it could incite audiences to action 

· Roger Ebert 

· the film did have headlong momentum, thrilling juxtapositions and genuine power to move--most especially during the Odessa Steps sequence 

· There is no personal drama to counterbalance the larger political drama 

17. Samuel Goldwyn 

· Samuel Goldwyn, known for his ambitious projects and his unique phraseology 

· "A verbal contract isn't worth the paper it's written on“

· Meeting with Eisenstein 

· Tell Mr. Eisenstein that I have seen his film Potemkin and admire it very much

·  What we should like would be for him to do something of the same kind, but cheaper, for Ronald Colman 
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