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[image: image1.emf]Individualism and Collectivism

Implications for Parenting Practices 

and Family Relations
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• When do babies feed themselves?

– Italy – “babies don’t know when they’re hungry”

(New & 

Richman) 

• Force feed with spoons

• Spoon feed much later

• Desire chubby babies –

Mangia, mangia, fattigrosso!

(Eat, eat, and 

get fat!)

– Puerto Rican mothers (Schulze et al, 2001, 2002)

• Have later age expectations for self-feeding

• Desire chubby babies “Mas! Mas!”

• Good mothers keep clean babies

• Always are present when 8-12 mo old infants are eating

• Spoon feed much later than Anglo moms

• Bottle feed much longer than Anglo moms

• Breastfeed more often, but alternate w/ bottle and wean early
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• Babies need practice feeding themselves

– Fine motor skills

– Independence

– Gives mom a break

– Baby feels proud, like a “big boy/girl”

– Creative expression

– Fun
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• Middle class U.S. families goal: sleep apart

– Independence

– Self-reliance

– Sign of neurological maturity

– Depend on objects

– Babies “don’t know when they’re sleepy”

(New & Richman)

• Variations

– Mayan parents reported no bedtime routine; toddlers 

slept with parents

– Swedish children routinely sleep with parents

– Indian children typically sleep with parents; older male 

children sometimes sleep with father (Shweder)

– Japanese mothers and infants sleep together; fosters 

“amae”
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• Babies in white, m.c. families are held less often 

than babies in:

– India

– Kenya (Kipsigis) 

Harkness & Super

• Term for taking care of baby literally means “holding the 

baby”

– Italy

– Japan

• Babies are born “too independent” – physical proximity 

facilitates interdependence

– Mien tribe of SE Asia 

(read child custody case)

– Working class African American families

• Hold a baby as though he’s a part of you
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• Are individualism-collectivism and 

independence-interdependence different?

• Can you be collectivistic and promote 

independence at the same time?

• Can you be individualistic and promote 

interdependence?
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• Are Middle-class African Americans 

Individualistic or Collectivistic/Familistic?

• Smetana & Chung (2001) study of M.C. Afr Amer

mothers found that mothers:

– rated limiting adolescents’ behavior as more important 

than permitting or encouraging adolescents’

independence.

– Believed that discipline/firm limits

• facilitate children’s socialization into society

• coordinate their social interactions

• maintain social order

• Reflect parents’ role in the socialization process
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– Mothers permitted independent decisions regarding a 

limited range of issues

• Clothing, appearance

• Based on concerns about adolescents’ developing autonomy

– Encouraged independence by encouraging greater 

responsibility

– There is considerable heterogeneity in African 

American parents’ beliefs and goals re parenting

– Collectivism and interdependence are closely related, 

but not identical constructs.
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• Lawrence Kohlberg

– 6 stages

– Stages 3 & 4 are “conventional moral 

reasoning”

• Stage 3: Good Boy/Good Girl

– Golden Rule

– Only one “right” set of rules
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• Stage 4: Law and Order

– Rules in place must be upheld, but rules can be changed (courts)

– Level 3: Stage 5 & 6

• Abstract, philosophical approach

• Develop universal moral principles which supercede rules

– How does this hold up cross-culturally?

• Highly Educated, Western males are more likely to reach level 

3 

• In sociocentric societies, most adults are at level 2, stage 3

– Notions of mutual reliance, interdependence, agreements 

associated with specific role relations (Shweder)

– Another problem–moral reasoning does not nec equate to moral 

behavior
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• Western morality is based on Judeo-Christian 

ethics

– Man as created with self-determination

– Greek philosophy – rationality

• Confucianism 

(Dien, 1982)

– Justice, moral conduct does not involve individual rights

– Universe is moral; humans must act according to the 

morality of the universe

– Subordinate identity to ensure social order

– Ideal: Sage w/ deep empathy for others, sensitivity to 

delicate balance of universe

– Must resolve conflict through reconciliation
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• African American Sea Islanders (South 

Carolina) settled disputes through mediation

– Court stirs up trouble

• Navajo – resolution process aims to restore 

harmony

– Uses spiritual resources

– Peacemaker does not force wrongdoer to 

comply with someone else’s will

– “One who speaks wisely and well” uses 

persuasion to restore harmony 

(Witmer)
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• “Greed is good.” Gordon Gecko

• “There is no selfishness, which is the bottom of 

civilization.” (Senator Henry Dawes of 

Massachusetts)

• American Preschools/Schools

– Competitive

– Violent (hitting, pushing)

– Peer Rejection

• Why? Anglo children have a “rigid sense of self”

(

Mary Martini

)

– Causes child to become frustrated when will is thwarted
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• Kibbutz – communal settlements in Israel

– Were more likely to cooperate when playing a 

game; city children competed even if it meant 

that they achieved less

• Rural Mexican children also more likely to 

cooperate than Anglo-Americans, African-

Americans, or Mexican-Americans

• Remember Vygotsky—

– We learn best in cooperative, collaborative 

environments
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• Competitive Educational Practices in the U.S.

– Grades, comparisons to regulate opportunities

– Grading on a curve

– Rewards/Charts

– Segregating Children into Age/Skill Level Groups

– Praise for correct answers

• Singling out an individual may endanger the social structure or 

the person’s relations with others (Navajo)

• Some parents believe that praise is bad for children. It makes 

them

– Conceited

– Embarrassed

– Potentially disobedient

– Disrupts relations with the group
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[image: image16.emf]The Connection Between Culture 

and Family Relations

• Cultural beliefs exert 

directive force

on individual 

behaviors and relationships

• Family Interactions always reflect cultural beliefs, 

even (perhaps especially) when people have a hard 

time telling you the reasons for what they do

• Family interactions are a means of transmitting 

cultural values from one generation to the next
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Sleep Arrangements

		Middle class U.S. families goal: sleep apart

		Independence

		Self-reliance

		Sign of neurological maturity

		Depend on objects

		Babies “don’t know when they’re sleepy” (New & Richman)

		Variations

		Mayan parents reported no bedtime routine; toddlers slept with parents

		Swedish children routinely sleep with parents

		Indian children typically sleep with parents; older male children sometimes sleep with father (Shweder)

		Japanese mothers and infants sleep together; fosters “amae”
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Feeding

		When do babies feed themselves?

		Italy – “babies don’t know when they’re hungry” (New & Richman) 

		Force feed with spoons

		Spoon feed much later

		Desire chubby babies – Mangia, mangia, fatti grosso! (Eat, eat, and get fat!)

		Puerto Rican mothers (Schulze et al, 2001, 2002)

		Have later age expectations for self-feeding

		Desire chubby babies “Mas! Mas!”

		Good mothers keep clean babies

		Always are present when 8-12 mo old infants are eating

		Spoon feed much later than Anglo moms

		Bottle feed much longer than Anglo moms

		Breastfeed more often, but alternate w/ bottle and wean early
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Individualism and Collectivism

Implications for Parenting Practices and Family Relations
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American Moms

		Babies need practice feeding themselves

		Fine motor skills

		Independence

		Gives mom a break

		Baby feels proud, like a “big boy/girl”

		Creative expression

		Fun
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Smetana & Chung (2001) cont.

		Mothers permitted independent decisions regarding a limited range of issues

		Clothing, appearance

		Based on concerns about adolescents’ developing autonomy

		Encouraged independence by encouraging greater responsibility

		There is considerable heterogeneity in African American parents’ beliefs and goals re parenting

		Collectivism and interdependence are closely related, but not identical constructs.
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Current Debates

		Are individualism-collectivism and independence-interdependence different?

		Can you be collectivistic and promote independence at the same time?

		Can you be individualistic and promote interdependence?
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Physical Proximity

		Babies in white, m.c. families are held less often than babies in:

		India

		Kenya (Kipsigis) Harkness & Super

		Term for taking care of baby literally means “holding the baby”

		Italy

		Japan

		Babies are born “too independent” – physical proximity facilitates interdependence

		Mien tribe of SE Asia (read child custody case)

		Working class African American families

		Hold a baby as though he’s a part of you
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Current Debate

		Are Middle-class African Americans Individualistic or Collectivistic/Familistic?

		Smetana & Chung (2001) study of M.C. Afr Amer mothers found that mothers:

		rated limiting adolescents’ behavior as more important than permitting or encouraging adolescents’ independence.

		Believed that discipline/firm limits

		facilitate children’s socialization into society

		coordinate their social interactions

		maintain social order

		Reflect parents’ role in the socialization process

		
















_1200901052.ppt


Individual Rights vs. Harmonious Social Order

		African American Sea Islanders (South Carolina) settled disputes through mediation

		Court stirs up trouble

		Navajo – resolution process aims to restore harmony

		Uses spiritual resources

		Peacemaker does not force wrongdoer to comply with someone else’s will

		“One who speaks wisely and well” uses persuasion to restore harmony (Witmer)
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Moral Relations

		Stage 4: Law and Order

		Rules in place must be upheld, but rules can be changed (courts)

		Level 3: Stage 5 & 6

		Abstract, philosophical approach

		Develop universal moral principles which supercede rules

		How does this hold up cross-culturally?

		Highly Educated, Western males are more likely to reach level 3 

		In sociocentric societies, most adults are at level 2, stage 3

		Notions of mutual reliance, interdependence, agreements associated with specific role relations (Shweder)

		Another problem– moral reasoning does not nec equate to moral behavior
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Moral Relations

		Lawrence Kohlberg

		6 stages

		Stages 3 & 4 are “conventional moral reasoning”

		Stage 3: Good Boy/Good Girl

		Golden Rule

		Only one “right” set of rules
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Individual Rights vs. Harmonious Social Order

		Western morality is based on Judeo-Christian ethics

		Man as created with self-determination

		Greek philosophy – rationality

		Confucianism (Dien, 1982)

		Justice, moral conduct does not involve individual rights

		Universe is moral; humans must act according to the morality of the universe

		Subordinate identity to ensure social order

		Ideal: Sage w/ deep empathy for others, sensitivity to delicate balance of universe

		Must resolve conflict through reconciliation
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Games

		Kibbutz – communal settlements in Israel

		Were more likely to cooperate when playing a game; city children competed even if it meant that they achieved less

		Rural Mexican children also more likely to cooperate than Anglo-Americans, African-Americans, or Mexican-Americans

		Remember Vygotsky—

		We learn best in cooperative, collaborative environments
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Cooperation & Competition

		“Greed is good.” Gordon Gecko

		“There is no selfishness, which is the bottom of civilization.” (Senator Henry Dawes of Massachusetts)

		American Preschools/Schools

		Competitive

		Violent (hitting, pushing)

		Peer Rejection

		Why? Anglo children have a “rigid sense of self” (Mary Martini)

		Causes child to become frustrated when will is thwarted
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Schooling and Competition

		Competitive Educational Practices in the U.S.

		Grades, comparisons to regulate opportunities

		Grading on a curve

		Rewards/Charts

		Segregating Children into Age/Skill Level Groups

		Praise for correct answers

		Singling out an individual may endanger the social structure or the person’s relations with others (Navajo)

		Some parents believe that praise is bad for children. It makes them

		Conceited

		Embarrassed

		Potentially disobedient

		Disrupts relations with the group
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The Connection Between Culture and Family Relations

		Cultural beliefs exert directive force on individual behaviors and relationships

		Family Interactions always reflect cultural beliefs, even (perhaps especially) when people have a hard time telling you the reasons for what they do

		Family interactions are a means of transmitting cultural values from one generation to the next
















