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[image: image2.emf]Cultural values and parenting

• Number of people responsible for 

childrearing

• Children’s participation in mature 

community activities
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[image: image3.emf]Who “parents”?

• In the U.S., parenting is the sole 

responsibility of the parent(s)

• In Cameroon (West Africa), infants belong 

to their extended kinship group 

(Nsamenang, 1992)

• In Japan, children were regarded as 

belonging to the house

– if the mother left, chilren would be brought up 

by the new wife or father’s mother.
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[image: image4.emf]The role of extended families

• In U.S., children may not have nearby 

extended family

– Only 4% of U.S. household contains 3 

generations (U.S. Census)

• In Polynesia

– Parents live with mother’s or father’s parents

– 1st born children have older children to play 

with and care for them
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[image: image5.emf]The isolated nuclear family

• P. 119

– “American society was created by people who were 

consciously trying to leave behind the hierarchies and 

constraints of Europe and set up a different way of life, 

where an individual could be himself, the captain of his 

soul, the master of his fate…

A lot is demanded of the modern family. Couples expect 

to share each other’s interests, to have fun in each 

other’s company, to enjoy sex together frequently and 

exclusively, and to find room for personal growth in the 

sanctuary they have created…These high expectations 

can turn into pressures.”
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• Extended Family – Burden or Help?

– Many Americans need a “buffer zone” from extended 

family

– American children spend more time with acquaintances 

and strangers than extended family

– “Mother-in-law” stereotype is an intrusive, judgmental, 

busy-body

• Welcome Friends! Family By Appointment

– Martini (1994) found that American families see 

grandparents, aunts, uncles once or twice a year.

– Grown children are expected to “leave the nest”, and 

generally move away to form their own nuclear family
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[image: image7.emf]We can’t do it alone

• What do we use for support?

– Daycare

– Busses

– Baby-sitters

– Books, experts, therapists for advice (Schulze)

• Who intervenes when something goes 

wrong?

– The criminal justice system…if someone is hurt 

badly enough
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• In African American, American Indian, and 

U.S. Latino families, extended family are a 

part of children’s daily lives

• Hawaiian and Japanese American families 

(Martini, 1994) reported that extended 

family provide care for children almost 

every day.

– Only 19% of Japanese-Amer working families 

use paid childcare
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[image: image9.emf]The Role of Siblings

• Siblings can have a central role in providing care

• Availability of siblings varies

– China – no sibs

– U.S. – 1.2 sibs (decreased over the years)

– Kenya – 8 children

• In many societies, infants and tolddlers are cared 

for by 5-10 year old children

– Polynesia, Kenya

– Carry around/ play near

– Brings to mom to nurse

– Often toddlers will prefer siblings to mother
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[image: image10.emf]American toddlers/young children

p. 123 “ American toddlers and preschoolers 

are almost always supervised by adults who 

set limits, direct activities, schedule eating 

and resting, comfort children, and resolve 

children’s conflicts. American toddlers play 

in restricted, baby-proofed settings…and 

are not held responsible for younger 

siblings.”
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[image: image11.emf]What can you learn from a sibling?

• Social rules

• Appropriate behavior

• Social stimulation

• Cognitive stimulation

• Scaffolding (remember Vygotsky) in 

cooperative, mixed age groups

• Self reliance
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[image: image12.emf]Kid Stuff: Participation in Adult 

Activities

• About age 6, children in most societies have new 

expectations of them:
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[image: image13.emf]“Pitching In”

• Children in many communities participate 

in family work

– Housework

• Geather wood

• Pick up leaves

• Sweep

• Cook 

• Shop

– Paid work

• Raising crops (Kenya)

• Make and sell goods
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[image: image14.emf]In Contrast

• Middle class American children are segregated 

from adult work

– Very seldom involved in chores (Harkness & Super, 

1992)

– Focus on education, preparation for adult activities

• Parents who work at home

– Children have more knowledge of parents’ work

– “play”/watch

– Help with simple task

– Sometimes engage in paid work
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• Culture & Attachment

• Reminder: No class Tuesday. Happy 

President’s Day!
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The role of extended families

		In U.S., children may not have nearby extended family

		Only 4% of U.S. household contains 3 generations (U.S. Census)

		In Polynesia

		Parents live with mother’s or father’s parents

		1st born children have older children to play with and care for them
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Cultural values and parenting

		Number of people responsible for childrearing

		Children’s participation in mature community activities
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Culture and Parenting Practices
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Who “parents”?

		In the U.S., parenting is the sole responsibility of the parent(s)

		In Cameroon (West Africa), infants belong to their extended kinship group (Nsamenang, 1992)

		In Japan, children were regarded as belonging to the house

		if the mother left, chilren would be brought up by the new wife or father’s mother.
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In Contrast…

		In African American, American Indian, and U.S. Latino families, extended family are a part of children’s daily lives

		Hawaiian and Japanese American families (Martini, 1994) reported that extended family provide care for children almost every day.

		Only 19% of Japanese-Amer working families use paid childcare
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Under Pressure

		Extended Family – Burden or Help?

		Many Americans need a “buffer zone” from extended family

		American children spend more time with acquaintances and strangers than extended family

		“Mother-in-law” stereotype is an intrusive, judgmental, busy-body

		Welcome Friends! Family By Appointment

		Martini (1994) found that American families see grandparents, aunts, uncles once or twice a year.

		Grown children are expected to “leave the nest”, and generally move away to form their own nuclear family
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The isolated nuclear family

		P. 119

		“American society was created by people who were consciously trying to leave behind the hierarchies and constraints of Europe and set up a different way of life, where an individual could be himself, the captain of his soul, the master of his fate…



  A lot is demanded of the modern family. Couples expect to share each other’s interests, to have fun in each other’s company, to enjoy sex together frequently and exclusively, and to find room for personal growth in the sanctuary they have created…These high expectations can turn into pressures.”
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We can’t do it alone

		What do we use for support?

		Daycare

		Busses

		Baby-sitters

		Books, experts, therapists for advice (Schulze)

		Who intervenes when something goes wrong?

		The criminal justice system…if someone is hurt badly enough
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American toddlers/young children

p. 123 “ American toddlers and preschoolers are almost always supervised by adults who set limits, direct activities, schedule eating and resting, comfort children, and resolve children’s conflicts. American toddlers play in restricted, baby-proofed settings…and are not held responsible for younger siblings.”
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The Role of Siblings

		Siblings can have a central role in providing care

		Availability of siblings varies

		China – no sibs

		U.S. – 1.2 sibs (decreased over the years)

		Kenya – 8 children

		In many societies, infants and tolddlers are cared for by 5-10 year old children

		Polynesia, Kenya

		Carry around/ play near

		Brings to mom to nurse

		Often toddlers will prefer siblings to mother
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Kid Stuff: Participation in Adult Activities

		About age 6, children in most societies have new expectations of them:
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What can you learn from a sibling?

		Social rules

		Appropriate behavior

		Social stimulation

		Cognitive stimulation

		Scaffolding (remember Vygotsky) in cooperative, mixed age groups

		Self reliance
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In Contrast

		Middle class American children are segregated from adult work

		Very seldom involved in chores (Harkness & Super, 1992)

		Focus on education, preparation for adult activities

		Parents who work at home

		Children have more knowledge of parents’ work

		“play”/watch

		Help with simple task

		Sometimes engage in paid work
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“Pitching In”

		Children in many communities participate in family work

		Housework

		Geather wood

		Pick up leaves

		Sweep

		Cook 

		Shop

		Paid work

		Raising crops (Kenya)

		Make and sell goods
















_1201341267.ppt


Next Time

		Culture & Attachment

		Reminder: No class Tuesday. Happy President’s Day!
















